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" When the j&nal figures of the Elections were pub- From my
lished everyone was stunned, and it certainly looks as if
it were the end of the great Tory party as we have known it,
" In discussing the results of this amazing General
Election with Henry, I said that Balfour's and Chamber-
lain's minds were too different ever to work well together,
and that it had been an unfortunate alliance. He
answered: * Joe drives further, but Arthur beats him at
the short game.'

"' It ought to have been the strongest of combina-
tions/ I said ; to which he replied :

" ' Unfortunately they have both been in a bunker for
the last three years/

" The Press published a correspondence expressing
divided opinions as to the reasons of the smash. Half
the letters said that the Elections were not fought on
Fiscal Reform, and the other half dwelt upon the unsatis-
factory Leadership of the Unionist Party. Mr. A. Gibbs
gave up his seat to Arthur Balfour in the City, which he
accepted, and then the scrimmage began ! the Morning
Post and other papers of the same complexion loudly
protesting against the future Opposition being led by Mr.
Balfour unless he accepted the full Chamberlain policy.
On February the 8th, Lord Ridley received a letter from
Mr. Chamberlain, which he published in the Times. At
the end of it he said :

" ' You will see by this long letter that there is no
question of repudiating the leadership of Mr. Balfour
or of putting undue pressure upon him to abandon his
opinions or his friends. On the other hand Tariff
Reformers sincerely believe in their principles, and
cannot expect to put them aside to suit the exigencies
of party wire-pullers. They are ready to work with
their Unionist colleagues for common objects, but
they cannot accept a policy of inaction and mysti-
fication with regard to the main object of their poli-
tical life, convinced as they are that in the acceptance